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Samantha was selected as one of the 20
Presidential Scholars in the Arts this year for
her success and accomplishments as a clas-
sical pianist. She was selected for this honor
by virtue of being a national Finalist in the
NFAA Arts Recognition and Talent Search
(ARTS) program, a program in which 6,524
high school students applied to in 2006.
Samantha and her fellow Presidential Scholars
in the performing arts will be featured in a
showcase performance during the Salute to
the Presidential Scholars at the John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts.

Samantha, who will graduate as valedic-
torian of The Harker School in Sunnyvale this
June, began her piano studies at the age of 5.
Currently, she is enrolled in the Preparatory
Division at the San Francisco Conservatory of
Music, where she was named an “Honorary
Distinction” student, the highest award pre-
sented by the Preparatory Division. Addition-
ally, Samantha was named the California state
winner of the 2005 MTNA (Music Teachers
National Association) Senior Piano Competi-
tion, has performed in the Weill Hall at Car-
negie Hall as winner of the Russian-American
International Festival and will be broadcast as
a soloist on WQXR radio’s Young Artist’s
Showcase this June.

| am proud to stand here today to recognize
Samantha for her accomplishments as an ex-
ceptional artist and student. | urge Samantha
to continue to take an interest in the per-
forming arts, as artistic and creative innovation
is a crucial component of America’s cultural
fabric, and | wish her the best of luck as she
continues her education at Harvard this fall.

———

IN HONOR OF JOHN C. HALL, SEP-
TEMBER 15, 1953-FEBRUARY 25,
2006

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2006

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with profound sadness to pay tribute to Mr.
John Hall, a dear friend, a devoted community
leader and a passionate champion for Amer-
ica’s working men and women, who passed
away suddenly of heart failure on the evening
of Saturday, February 25, 2006. He was the
loving son of Joann Hall and the devoted fa-
ther of his only child, Katrina Susan Hall.

Born September 15, 1953, in Los Angeles,
John was a lifelong Angeleno devoted to his
family, his trade and his community. He began
his career as an apprentice plumber in 1980
with the United Association of Plumbers Local
78 in Los Angeles. John quickly mastered the
skills of a journeyman plumber and became
an active member of UA Plumbers Local 78.
While working at his trade during the day, he
donated his time as a plumbing instructor at
night at the union’s training center. John even-
tually worked his way up to Business Manager
of Local 78 in 1995, a position from which he
advocated for the preservation of pensions
and health coverage for working people. John
was also known for his civic participation,
serving honorably on the Contractors State Li-
censing Board following his appointment by
Governor Gray Davis.

It was fitting with John’s generous character
and sense of responsibility that he volunteered
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much of his personal time to the charitable or-
ganization Big Brothers of Greater Los Ange-
les. He spent many years as a big brother to
Sean Wall, imparting his wisdom and leader-
ship skills onto the next generation.

John was highly admired by the labor com-
munity and policy-makers alike for his efforts
to improve the lives of working families, and
for his warm personality and generous spirit.
John was a selfless leader, who dedicated
himself completely to his craft, his union and
all those who looked to him for support and
guidance.

Mr. Speaker, it is with heartfelt sorrow, yet
great admiration and appreciation, that | ask
my colleagues to join me today in saluting
John C. Hall. May his generosity and dedica-
tion to improving conditions for working fami-
lies be remembered and carried on by those
of us who were fortunate enough to call him
“friend.”

——————

RECOGNIZING KYLE THOMAS KING
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Kyle Thomas King, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 351, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kyle has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kyle has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Kyle Thomas King for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

CONGRESS REAPS WHAT IT SOWS
HON. C. L. “BUTCH” OTTER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2006

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, there has been
an awful lot of talk the last few days about the
FBI's Saturday night raid on the office of a
Democrat U.S. Congressman. It's tough for
me to get too excited about the howls of pro-
test from members of Congress. | understand
their concerns about protecting the independ-
ence of the legislative branch and possible
abuse of executive powers. But it makes me
wonder: Where were these voices of outrage
and righteous indignation when we learned the
executive branch was monitoring the tele-
phone conversations of ordinary Americans?
Where were they when the executive branch
sought, and the USA PATRIOT ACT granted,
more power to search the homes and busi-
nesses of ordinary Americans without notifica-
tion? At least we know there was a legitimate
warrant issued by a judge for the search of
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the Congressman’s office. Are my honorable
colleagues suggesting that members of Con-
gress or the institution itself should be treated
differently in the eyes of the law than those
who hold the most important position in Amer-
ica—that of “citizen”? | hope not.

——————

HONORING JUNE KENYON ON HER
RETIREMENT, HEAD OF CASE-
WORK, CONROE DISTRICT OFFICE

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2006

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor June Kenyon upon her retire-
ment from my district office staff.

Beginning in 1997 when | first took office,
June Kenyon brought to the field office in
Humble, Texas her wealth of knowledge and
experience gleaned from working for my pred-
ecessor, the Honorable Jack Fields. Not only
did June sign on as Office Manager but took
on the role of Head of Casework to help con-
stituents. | was blessed to have June’s exper-
tise and long record of commitment to con-
stituents in helping me confront the challenges
of being a newly elected Congressman.

For the next 9 years, June excelled at her
roles and increased her knowledge of the
inner workings of Federal agencies to the
point that some even invited her to brief their
staffs on the intricacies of casework with Con-
gressional offices.

June’s command of the system and suc-
cessful resolution of thousands of cases are a
tribute to her professionalism and relentless-
ness in serving the residents of the 8th Con-
gressional District.

Extremely hard-working, painstakingly fair,
exceedingly knowledgeable—these are quali-
ties June has not only honed but put at the
disposal of constituents as she advocates for
them and resolves difficult issues. But it was
in the challenges faced by our constituents in
the aftermath of Hurricane Rita this past fall
that June’s abilities shown brightly as she led
the efforts to resolve quickly and systemati-
cally over 1,000 claims for expedited assist-
ance from FEMA. Working long hours, inter-
facing with local officials and aid agencies,
June contributed significantly to the ability of
Southeast Texans to survive the aftermath of
this devastating storm and begin the recovery
process.

While June has always been a diligent staff-
er, the last 18 months have created personal
challenges for her, including a long commute
to Conroe after redistricting led to closing the
Humble office. The redistricting also meant
serving a different and larger geographic area.
June did not miss a beat in adapting to the
new conditions, including participating in the
Mobile Office taking caseworkers to constitu-
ents in the small towns of East Texas.

In the years | have worked with June, | have
come to know a committed Republican activist
and a woman of broad and varied interests
which | hope she will pursue in the time af-
forded by retirement. From her native New
York, June brought with her to the Houston
area, a distinctive Long Island accent and a
deep-seated love of music. Although she has
yet to sing for our staff, June has shared with
us reminiscences as varied as singing clas-
sical music at Carnegie Hall and the blues at
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